
Cwmorthin, October 2010 

Weekend Round-Up with Images  

As published on the forum this informal meet / field trip was held over the weekend of 15th, 16th and 17th 
of October with the base hotel being the Queens Hotel, Porthmadog. The focus for the meet was to 
photograph the old quarry and mine workings that are located on the surface at Cwmorthin.   

Those who joined in were: 

Neil Souch (B&W Neil) 
Richard Ross 
Dave Miller (Dave) 
Neil Smith 

Tudor (Xpres) 
Keith Tapscott  
Paul  G

Apologies were received from du a gwyn and Paul who were each unable to come as planned because 
of unexpected personal reasons. 

The weekend started late on Friday afternoon in the bar at the Queens which was used as a meeting 
point. Arrivals were able to relax after their journey and get acquainted with the party over a coffee or 
something a little stronger. For me it was good to see three new faces from the forum (Tudor, Neil 
Smith and PaulG) as well as catching up with Richard, Dave and Keith.  

Over food and liquid refreshments later in the evening there was much conversation about the 
expected good weather, which is unusual for the area in October, and our plans for the weekend. 

Saturday morning provided near perfect weather and over an excellent breakfast arrangements were 
made to share transport to Cwmorthin.  Once the camera bags, tripods and walking gear had been 
loaded into the cars we set off for Cwmorthin eagerly looking forward to a good day of photography at a 
superb location. 

 

 

At the start of the ascent to the first level – it is much steeper than it looks! 

Left to right: Tudor. Paul G, Dave, Keith and Neil.                   Photo by: Richard 

 

 



 

At this point I should mention Tudor’s broken toe!  Due to a domestic accident, just before the meet, 
Tudor arrived nursing a broken toe. We were a little concerned that Tudor might find it hard going up 
the 1 in 4 ascent to the first level but he surprised us all by brushing our concerns aside and making it 
all the way up not only to the first level but later in the day to the second level as well. This was a big 
achievement as the paths are steep and they are also very rocky. Even the sure-footed needed to be 
careful where they place their feet. Well done Tudor you surprised us all. 

 

 

Paul G with his RB67 living dangerously!                                  Photo by: Richard 

 

This image shows just how far a photographer will go to get the image. Alongside the path to the first 
level runs this large water course, it is steep and dangerous (look at the drop behind him!). Paul 
climbed down about 25 feet and made his way over those dodgy looking stones to get into position for 
the shot. Very sensibly he did a recognisance trip first before risking taking down his Mamiya RB67! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by: Richard 

At the top of the ascent to the first level we were greeted with fantastic subject matter which had been 
brought to life by the super light. The two images above show Llyn Cwmorthin at its best. The group 
then split up to tackle the many photographic opportunities that exist around the Llyn. 

 

 
 



 

 

Dave enjoying some solitude at Llyn Cwmorthin                       photo by: Richard 

At Llyn Cwmorthin the party spread out to photograph the many subjects that are there with the aim of 
meeting up later at the upper Rhosydd Quarry workings later in the afternoon, but only if you wanted to 
go there as a second steep ascent was needed! However, Llyn Cwmorthin kept us busy and as the 
light was excellent subjects such as the old Barracks, various slate spoil heaps, the old Chapel, the 
Manager’s House and the Rhosydd Terrace buildings ensured that plenty of film was exposed. But by 
early afternoon more or less everyone had moved up to the second level to start photographing the 
lesser visited Rhosydd Quarry area and its associated old buildings and tramway. 

More photographers in action! 

 

 
 
 

 

Neil with his trusty XPAN. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second level – Rhosydd Quarry  

 

The group back together again on the second level at Rhosydd 

Neil Smith, Richard, Keith, Tudor, Paul G and Dave          Photo by: Neil (with Richard’s camera!) 

 

Richard and Tudor 
with a spoil heap behind. 

Photos by: Paul G 

 



 

This photo contains some interesting points: 

 The only 4x5 camera  taken up the mountain was carried by Neil Smith. Note the 5x4 Chamonix 
on a lovely wooden tripod. 
 

 Tudor probably carried and used the oldest camera on this meeting and it can be seen in the 
image. It was a lovely condition Voigtlander 6x9 from the 1950s.  
 

 The bottoms of Richard’s trousers (up to the knees) are wet! I assume he was going off – track 
after that special image and got on wet ground and went in. Fortunately nothing got damaged 
but the trousers needed a hosing off back at the hotel. Interestingly I did the same thing last 
time we were there but I went in up to my waist and ruined my mobile phone!   
 

 I am not sure on this but I think I am fairly safe in saying that Paul carried up the heaviest load 
with his bag full of Mamiya RB67 gear. I must say he also made light work of it! 

An interesting occurrence! 

As the light was fading we decided to call it a day and return to the car park to repair to the Queens for 
some eagerly anticipated refreshment and relaxation. However, just before the cars set off Neil Smith 
discovered he had accidently left his lights on in the morning and his car battery was flat! No problem at 
all we thought as it was parked on a steep hill so all that was required was to push it backwards and 
bump it down the hill. This was swiftly accomplished with all hands joining in and Neil’s car started and 
we got the thumbs-up that all was OK - so we all set of for the Queens. After about five minutes my 
mobile rang and it was Neil saying he had stopped again and couldn’t re-start but had found some 
jump leads in the boot and needed assistance as the battery was now completely exhausted. Richard 
obligingly turned his car around and we headed back to Neil to provide assistance. The following 
images tell the sorry tale! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Top left:  Neil Smith organising the jump leads with    

Keith looking on. 

Top right: Richard is about to have a helpful word. 

Bottom right: Dave and Neil simply can’t believe it! 

 

 

Candid photography by: Tudor... 



 

Fortunately this time Neil’s car kept going and we were soon back at the Queens where thirsts were 
satisfied in the bar and the evening took on the usual friendly and informal nature that we have at these 
events. During the evening Paul G showed some of his recent work which was enjoyed by all. Dave 
had returned Neil’s (B&W Neil) FADU 2010 entry by hand so those were shown as well. During the 
evening it was decided that we should return to Cwmorthin on Sunday, although the weather forecast 
was not so good, as we all thought there was plenty left to do there. Sadly Tudor decided his broken 
toe would not be up to another trip up the ascent so he wisely decided to give a rest on Sunday, 

Sunday 

 

The Power Station from Cwmorthin  - by: Richard 

This lovely recessional image from Richard nicely illustrates the type of light we had to use on Sunday 
which we all thought was challenging.  As this image shows if you were in the right place and were 
prepared to wait for the clouds to break images were there to be had – but they were hard to find! 

The subdued light meant that no one was tempted up to the second level on Sunday as rain was 
always a possibility so the photography was mainly centred around the shores of Llyn Cwmorthin. By 
mid – afternoon it was obvious that what light there was to be had was fading fast so it was decided to 
return to the car cark and head for the local cafe for a coffee before returning to the Queens. Farewells 
were said and the three who were staying another night (Neil, Keith and Dave) together with Richard, 
who joined us for dinner, had another good evening at the Queens. 

We all considered the weekend to be a great success from a photographic point of view and a social 
one. The Cwmorthin area is very interesting and we agreed it would be well worth another visit on 
future occasion.  The weekend was brilliant blend of socialising, photography and lively banter.  

I sure as the films get processed and the prints made you will be seeing many good examples from 
Cwmorthin on FADU over the next few months.  

If you couldn’t attend this event and would like to come to something similar keep an eye on the forum 
for announcements. You will be made very welcome and are bound to enjoy yourself. 

Finally my thanks go to my good friend Richard who helped in the organisation of this event and to 
Tudor, Paul and Richard for supplying the images for this report. 

 

Neil  (B&W Neil)  


